﻿1, Parents and other care providers should establish a dental home for every child by 12 months of age. 

2. A dental home should provide: 

a. Comprehensive oral health care, including acute care and preventive services; 

b. Comprehensive assessment for oral diseases and conditions; 

c. An individualized preventive dental health program based upon a caries-risk assessment and a periodontal disease risk assessment; 

d. Anticipatory guidance about growth and development issues (i.e., teething, digit or pacifier habits); 

e. A plan for acute dental trauma; 

f. Information about proper care of the child's teeth and gums. This would include the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of disease of the supporting and surrounding tissues and the maintenance of health, function, and esthetics of those structures and tissues; 

g. Dietary counseling; 

h. Referrals to dental specialists when care cannot directly be provided within the dental home. 

3· The AAPD advocates interaction with early intervention programs, schools, early childhood education and child care programs, members of the medical and dental communities, and other public and private community agencies to ensure awareness of age-specific oral health issues. 

